
Commodore’s Corner
Commodore: Lance Jones

Next month is the Barefoot Open!!!!! Come Hell or LOW water, the event will take place. 
Tell all of your friends and bring them along too! The food for this years’ Open is being 
provided by our very own Scott Dixon and his outstanding restaurant, Scotts on the 
Square. For anyone who has eaten there, you know we’re in for a treat! Hometown 
Spirits will be furnishing our adult libations as they have for past Barefoot events. 

We need VOLUNTEERS to help make the event a success. Let Linda Webster know if 
you’re available to help out AND what you are willing/able to do. Also, if you have any 
old sails that you wouldn’t mind letting us borrow for the BFO to be used as decorations, 
please let Linda know as well.

The racing will, of course, be the highlight of the event. Two full days of racing for all 
fleets will be fun and exciting. The cruisers will also race for two full days. Last year, the 
cruisers had the biggest fleet in the Barefoot Open. Will they repeat that feat 
again??????

You can register on-line for either the race or party at the Barefoot website. You can also 
purchase your apparel!

In the spirit of competition and crossing the finish line first, we sometimes lose sight of 
the spirit of sportsmanship. Here is an excerpt from Gary Jobson’s report from the recent 
Summer Olympic Sailing venue.

“The story of the Danish 49er team is amazing.  On the way out to the racecourse in the 
medal race Jonas Warrer and Martin KirketerpIbsen were leading in the standings. The 
wind was blowing about 20 knots and the seas were huge.  Unfortunately, they slammed 
hard into a big wave and the mast went over the side. This was the end of their Gold 
medal quest.  

On the way back to the Qingdao Sailing Center the duo was feeling pretty low, as the 
other nine boats were sailing out to the starting line. Meanwhile in the media center the 
Croatian sailing team coach was watching the world feed television pictures of the Danes 
sailing in with the mast cracked in half.  He summoned his own 49er crew to rig their 
boat.  When the Danes arrived at the launch ramp, Palve Kostov and Petar Cupac had 
their 49er rigged up and ready to go.  The Croatians had been eliminated and stood in 
17th place, and out of the medal race. The Danish coach meanwhile informed the race 
committee of the boat swap about 15 minutes before the race start. 

Reminder! The 
Barefoot Open Regatta 

and Party is
October 3rd-5th. See you 

there!



With renewed spirits Warrer and Kirketerp headed for the starting line about one half mile 
away.  As they rounded the large seawall the 49er starting sequence was already 
underway.  The fleet took off leaving the Danes in the Croat boat struggling to get to the 
starting line. Under the rules you must cross the starting line within four minutes of the 
actual start.  Could the Danes make it? 

They were now in the race of their lives against the clock, not the rest of the fleet.  
American rules advisor Dave Perry was on the starting line watching his watch. The 
seconds were racing by.  Several coaches, out on the water, and even some race 
committee were yelling encouragement. 

The Danes crossed the line with a whopping three seconds to spare.  Further up the 
course the 49ers were struggling. One boat after another capsized.  It was a race to 
remember. 

Eventually the Danes made it across finish line in last place.  BUT 3 boats were unable to 
finish the race due to equipment problems.  So Warrer and Kirketerp placed 7th.  

A sticky issue developed after the race.  The International measurers protested the 
Danish over the boat swap.  The International Jury headed by the highly respected John 
Doerr of Great Britain spent two days listening to testimony and discussed the issue 
thoroughly.  The jury ruled that the boat swap was proper. The 7th place finish gave the 
Danes 61 points.  Spain, with 64, was in second.  Denmark had won the Gold.  But the 
real heroes were the great sportsmen from Croatia.”    

Dorton Cup & Steak Out Party
By: Marie Graham, Cruising Captain

The weekend of September 6 was great fun for racers and cruisers.  The wind was up for 
Saturday and the Dorton Cup racers got in 4 races for the day.  That evening, Bill Gray did 
another fantastic job with the Steak Out Party.  There were 30 people that ordered steaks and 
more corn on the cob and salads than we could eat.  It was really a fun evening.  The Sunday 
Dorton Cup racers had a light fluky wind day but managed 2 races for the day and 6 races for the 
weekend.  Congratulations to Sean O’Connor for the championship cup for the second year in 
row. 

We still have our 3rd Sunday of the month cruise on September 21st.  Meet at the Aqualand Ship’s 
shore at 10am.  Also, make your calendar for the Barefoot Open Regatta, Oct. 3-5.

LED Navigation Lights
By Lance Jones

I recently picked up a set of Hella Marine’s new NaviLED® navigation lamps for 
my Capri 25. I’m always looking for ways to reduce power consumption and 
become a wee bit more green in the process.

Each lamp is a completely sealed unit, pre-wired with marine cable, and is UV and corrosion 
resistant. They are manufactured in New Zealand and you can buy the bow lights as a set. The 
stern light and the others, if you want, can be purchased separately.

The installation is relatively simple and straight forward. As I was eliminating my 
pulpit-mounted navigation light so it wouldn’t become tangled or hung up in my 



spinnaker, I had to drill a hole in each side of the bow to route the wiring. Once that was done, I 
sealed the light mount and moved inside to hook up the wiring.

As you’re hooking up the wiring, it’s important to remember that LED lights are polarity specific. 
Unlike standard light bulbs that you can usually hook up anyway you want, as long as there is a 
Positive and Negative, you can’t do that with an LED. As I did before I mounted them, I took 
each light inside and determined which wire was positive and which was negative. Even though 
the wire color may INDICATE which is which, it may not always be as I found out with my stern 
light.

I was done mounting and wiring the lights in a bit over an hour. They were very 
easy to work with.

The NaviLEDs are USCG certified for 2 nautical mile visibility. Another nice 
thing about them is that they work on 8 to 28 volts. The average draw of my three NaviLEDs is 
around 3 watts total for all of the lights together. So as that battery gets low, you will still have 
bright lights to help get you safely home at night. 

I’d also like to mention that Hella Marine is located in Fayetteville, Georgia. Their website is 
www.hellamarine.com 
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